Education Hijacked: When Activism Replaces Learning in Montreal’s CEGEPs
By Marlene Grossman and David Bensoussan

Arecently released administrative report by Quebec’s Ministry of Higher Education has exposed a
troubling trend in several Montreal CEGEPs, particularly Dawson and Vanier: the systematic use of
educational platforms to advance a politicized, one-sided narrative - specifically in relation to the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Behind the rhetoric of social justice and anti-oppression, the report
uncovers ideological bias, suppression of dissent, and a troubling departure from the core mission
of post-secondary education.

The Storm Before the Report

Before the findings were even made public, Minister of Higher Education Pascale Déry, herself
Jewish, was targeted by unions and activists who accused her of silencing Palestinian solidarity. In
response, 40 Jewish academics issued a declaration distancing themselves from her position.
Meanwhile, the Montreal Academic Network Against Antisemitism (MANAA) which is a group of
scholars, struggled to have their concerns acknowledged in the media, notwithstanding the fact
that hundreds of complaints had been filed by students and parents, teachers, administrators, and
staff.

The Findings: Politicization in the Classroom and Beyond

The report reveals how classroom content, student clubs, and shared spaces have been co-opted
for activism - often under the guise of social justice. French and literature courses were redirected
to promote political agendas. Student clubs, once meant to foster inclusion, became hubs of
political polarization. Even prayer spaces were appropriated for political messaging. These
developments occurred in an atmosphere of passive—or absent—administrative oversight.

Academic Freedom Misapplied

Among the most concerning observations is how the concept of academic freedom has been
misused. Originally designed to protect scholars’ and students’right to teach, research, and
explore ideas without interference, academic freedom is now being wielded as a shield for
ideological indoctrination. In some classrooms, students are being told what to think, not how to
think. This manipulation undermines academic rigor and transforms institutions into echo
chambers.

The Report’s Key Recommendations:

¢ Reframe academic freedom. Safeguards must be established to prevent the exploitation
of academic freedom by partisan groups. Education must be grounded in inquiry and
intellectual honesty - not used to promote a predetermined worldview.

o Clarify the role and responsibilities of student associations. Student associations have
too often become vehicles for exclusion and radicalization. The use of college logos for
politically charged material has gone unchecked. Club mandates have been ignored.



e Alljournalism should be balanced and fair whereas the Dawson student paper The
Plant has published heavily slanted content. Student media must have faculty oversight—
but one that is non-partisan and rooted in journalistic integrity.

¢ Protect the neutrality of religious spaces. Turning prayer areas into platforms for political
messaging is simply wrong.

e Restore academic standards. Courses must focus on their intended learning outcomes.
The use of classrooms to advance ideological agendas -without critical debate - erodes the
integrity of the educational experience.

¢ Regulations must be enforced consistently. Procedures for hosting guest speakers need
to be clearly defined and supervised.

An Issue That Transcends Communities

This crisis affects the entire educational landscape. When schools become platforms for activism
rather than spaces of learning, all students lose. The principles of critical thinking, pluralism, and
academic integrity are at stake. The Minister of Higher Education’s commitment to address these
issues is both timely and necessary.

We call on the broader Montreal community to stand against the ideological manipulation of our
educational institutions. The classroom must be reclaimed as a space for balanced dialogue,

rigorous thought, and respectful disagreement. Only then can we prepare students not just to act -
but to think.



