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A Work of Art 

Available at last, in three languages (English, French, and Hebrew)

By Asher Knafo & David Bensoussan
A Jewish Wedding in Mogador 

The Illuminated ketuba from Mogador, Morocco 

Canada & Israel, 2004

Published by Les Éditions du Lys - Canada & Ot Brit Kodesh - Israël 

Bimat Qedem, 197 pages of text and 75 pages of plates

Asher Knafo and David Bensoussan have meticulously assembled these Ketubot (Jewish marriage contracts) illuminated by artists from the city of Mogador (Essaouira), Morocco. 

The tradition of producing decorated ketubot is thoroughly ingrained in the traditions of those who originate from this city, as attested to by these 83 well-chosen ketubot dating from 1789 to 2003.
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This work, with a preface by the late Professor Haïm Zafrani, includes a history of illuminated ketubot, an overview of the history of the Jews of Mogador, and an analysis of both the content and images in these documents. The poem “Marriage in Mogador” illustrates with lively humour the customs of the past, from the first meeting of the couple through the formal proposal and marriage, including the ritual of the invitations, the preparations, and the holiday atmosphere that lasted long after the ceremony. The text is written in three languages – English and French on one side and Hebrew on the other.

The ketubot are grouped into categories, beginning with the oldest ones, dating up to the 19th century; and moving on to ketubot by Rabbi David Elkaim, the renowned multi-talented linguist, poet and artist. His creations delight the eye with their strikingly original design and use of colour. The ketubot created by poet and artist Isaac D. Knafo follow. They are distinct from the majestic designs of David Elkaim on account of their floral and biblical motifs. The works of Joseph Seraf span a gamut of styles, going from simple to sophisticated. The ketubot of Asher Knafo, co-author of this volume, radiate with sunny colours and are inspired by Biblical motifs. Those of Daniel Benlolo are more modern in style and are unique on account of their originality in structure and form. Finally we see individual examples of very old or anonymously made ketubot, as well as new ones created by talented contemporary artists.
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Reproduced with high graphic quality, each of the ketubot is accompanied by trilingual explanatory notes that identify the spouses, the witnesses, the rabbis and the artists, as well as the Jewish matrimonial tradition chosen by the bride and groom. Some of the additions the couples made to the standard text of the marriage contract add a piquant note.

This art book is remarkable on many levels: from a literary point of view, notably with the inclusion of the narrative poem “Marriage in Mogador”, for the quality of the research done on the texts and illustrations, for the artistic value of the illuminated documents themselves, and finally with regard to the socio-historical elements that reveal themselves in the inscriptions on the ketubot.

The poem « Marriage in Mogador » has been made the subject of a musical production and has been performed with “brio” by the musicians, soloists, and actors of the Andalusian Orchestra of Israel.
Through their efforts, Asher Knafo and David Bensoussan have preserved a fascinating part of the rich cultural heritage of Moroccan Jewry.  We hope that this masterpiece will be followed by others in the future.

Dr David Bensoussan is the author of numerous textbooks in the field of electronics. History and archaeology are his pastimes and passions. He is the author of a biblical commentary “La Bible prise au berceau”, of a nostalgic memoir “Le fils de Mogador” and of a historical novel “La rosace du roi Salomon”.
 

Asher Knafo is a poet, a writer, and a creator of illuminated ketubot. He carries on the great tradition of decorated ketubot from the city of Mogador. He is the author of two novels: “Le Nourrisson d'Oufrane” and “On the way to Jerusalem”.
(English translation by Janice Rosen)

To place your order:

(Payment by Visa, by money order, or by bank cheque)

Family Name……………First Name……………email address……………….. Address………………………………………………………………………………………...

Postal code……………City…………………  Telephone……………………..

Visa card number………………………………… Expiry date :…………………….

Signature : ………………………………………………………………………………….

Price per copy (including all taxes)

 Israel: 230 NIS  France: 70 €uros  Canada: 100 $ Canadian dollars  USA: 100 US $

Send payment to: 



1 Canada & US

attention: Adelia Leiberman

Les Éditions Du Lys 

5170 Hingston, Montreal, Quebec, Canada H3X 3R4 

Tel: 1 514 484 4302 GSM: 1 514 826 7279 

E-mail: dbensoussan@sympatico.ca 
The collection of ketubot which is remarkably presented in this volume constitutes a worthy contribution to our knowledge of a world that has now disappeared, at the same time as it provokes an awakening of interest in research into issues of memory and identity. 

Professor Haïm Zafrani 
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